
Just a Couple of Idiots

We live in a barn and make books 
with pictures and words. Whenever 
we fi nish a new one, we send it to 
subscribers all over the country (and 
world). When we’re not making 
books we’re talking about making 
them. Or thinking about making 
them. We have a blue dog and three 
kids who are all too small to be 
useful. We don’t know what we’re 
doing, but we sure are enjoying it.
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Some Things About Us

Who we are 
Matthew Swanson and Robbi Behr. I am a writer and Robbi is an illustrator. We live and work 
together in the renovated hayloft of an old barn on the Eastern Shore of Maryland with our small 
children, large blue dog, and elderly and ill-mannered cat (who fl atly refuses to die). My bed-to-desk 
commute is 12 paces. Robbi’s is 17.

What we do
We make books that I write and Robbi illustrates and run a small press called Idiots’Books. Our vol-
umes are satirical, irreverent, and odd (so we are often told). They are about the many small and large 
aspects of human folly and vary in format and style from volume to volume. They are intended for 
adults, though self-confi dent children have been known to enjoy them.

What are we trying to say?
Nothing specifi c. We tend to be interested in fallibility. We like to ask questions but don’t offer con-
clusions (what do we know, anyway?). Our satire tends to stop just shy of cynicism. We’re not trying 
to fi x the world; we’re just taking a long, hard look at it. Basically we’re making books about idiots, for 
idiots, by idiots. 

Process
We both create from an intuitive place and work with a lot of white space. I tend to leave out elements 
like character development, description, and plot. Robbi seems to scribble best in a void. We try to tell 
a common story in ways that aren’t redundant, but the results are seldom harmonious. If we’ve done 
our job well, our words and pictures tend to quarrel provocatively, vibrating in a space of intentional 
discord. We invite the reader to consider and adjudicate and draw what conclusions he will. 

Subscriptions
To motivate ourselves, we distribute primarily via subscription, making and mailing six volumes per 
year. We sent out our 41st book last week along with a letter that I wrote and Robbi “improved” by 
crossing out my words and inserting her own. I hate it when she does that.

Backstory 
Walking around Baltimore one afternoon in the winter of 2006, we got disheartened and decided to 
make a change. We had achieved many trappings of success—great jobs in fancy design fi rm, row home 
in trendy neighborhood, large television, blue Weimaraner, etc. But we had no time to make art, and it 
rankled. So we quit our jobs, sold our house, and moved to a dusty, unfi nished hayloft to start Idiots’Books. 
I learned a lot about hanging insulation, painting, cutting trim, banging my thumb with a hammer, etc. 

What were we thinking? 
When we jumped from the beaten path, we fully expected to fail. We told ourselves we’d make books 
until we ran out of money and had to return to the real world. But people bought into our scheme. 
The books broke even. My old boss hired me back to work half-time from the barn. We were able to 
pay the electric bill, buy ice cream, have some babies, and buy them diapers. 
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What’s next?
People have started to hire us to do work for their websites, magazines, and publishing companies. In 
the fall of 2013, our book Ten Thousand Stories was published by Chronicle Books, and our children’s 
book Babies Ruin Everything is forthcoming with LB Kids. In the summer of 2012, we launched Bobble-
dy Books, a picture book and music club for kids. We’ve done several interesting projects with Tor.
com, including the illustrations for Cory Doctorow’s novel, Makers. If you would like to inquire into 
our availability for some high-profi le and well-paying book or moive deal, you may contact our agent 
Kathleen Anderson of Anderson Literary Management (contact info on next page). 

Media 
We’ve never done a shred of formal marketing, but along they way, the word has gotten out. The 
New York Times ArtsBeat blog called us a “very successful indie publishing business,” the Washington Post 
praised our “never-ending exuberance and fl air for mischief,” and New York magazine’s Approval Matrix 
classifi ed our work as “brilliant and lowbrow.” Slate.com ran a four-part series on our collaboration, 
and Whitney Matheson of USA Today’s Pop Candy blog named us among her top ten “personal faves” 
of the independent comics world. The Utne Reader Great Writing blog called us “relentlessly innovative 
storytellers.” We don’t believe a word of it, but we blush and smile and try to take it all in stride. 

Teaching
We’ve taught at Williams College and Washington College and have given talks at RISD, MICA, FIT, 
NYU, Parsons, Fordham, Drake, Bloomsburg, William Patterson, and Maryland, among others. 

Out in the world
Our work is sold at a number of bookstores and shops, including Politics and Prose in Washington, 
D.C. and Quimby’s in Chicago. Within the past few years, we spoken at ICON7, Alt Summit, and TEDx 
Chester River. Upcoming engagements include The Society of Illustrators and Mom 2.0 (pending). 

Our blog

We’re not sure why, but a lot of people read it. Mostly to look at photos of our children, we suspect. 
But maybe also to fi nd out what we have to say about making books, running a small press, and living 
in a barn. Here it is: 

 www.idiotsbooks.com

The long-term dream 
We continue making books together. The course of the Chester River changes so that we can see it 
from our window. Some mountains spring up outside of town. Our children do not engage in com-
petitive gymnastics. 

Intrigued?
We would like to talk to you. Give us a call or write us an email or show up on our porch. Ring the 
bell by the glass door. 
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Factsheet

About: Idiots’Books is a small press that publishes satirical illustrated books written by Matthew Swanson and 
illustrated by Robbi Behr and distributes them via subscription. Matthew and Robbi also teach courses on 
collaboration between writers and artists and produce illustration, books, and murals on commission. 

They are represented by Meredith Kaffel of DeFiore and Company, who would be pleased to talk with you 
about lucrative book deals. 

Catalog: (41 titles)
Facial Features of
    French Explorers
Death of Henry
Ten Thousand Stories
Man Joe Rises
Unattractive and
    Inadequate
Richard Nixon
Understanding Traffi c
Dawn of the Fats
The Contented
The Clearing
George Washington
    Slept Here
Last Day

The Nearly Perfect Sisters 
    of the Holy Bliss
The Vast Sahara
The Baby is Disappointing
Let Me Count the Ways
Animal House
After Everafter
Floating on the Ocean
Jericho
The Last of the Real 
    Small Farmers
Tarpits and Canyonlands
Nasty Chipmumk
The New South
From the Inside Out

Makers Tile Game
Six Degrees of Francis
     Bacon
Babies Ruin Everything
Homer Was an Epic Poet
An Inconclusive Passage
    in the Life of Bushy 
    Washington
Stranded in Strange
    Waters
Avoid Disappointment
    and Future Regret
Build Your Own
    President: 2012
Baby Apocalypse

Hey Baby! Here’s What
    to Expect
Sisyphus Rex
The World in Love
Sex to the Third Power
Koochie is Free
Man and the Mountain
Slow Death by Cat
A Bully Named Chuck
For the Love of God 
My Henderson Robot 
St. Michaels, The Town
    that (Somehow)
    Fooled the British
Mr. Flipper Liked Cod

Published by others (highlights):
• Ten Thousand Stories, Chronicle Books, 2013
• Babies Ruin Everything, Macmillan, Fall 2016
• The Marvel Super Hero Squad Flips Out!, Little, Brown Books, 2011
• Illustrations for Cory Doctorow’s Makers, Tor.com, July 2009-December 2009
• Story Circles: The Plight of the Emerging Writer, Urbanite magazine, August 2009

Media:
• The New York Times Paper Cuts blog – called Idiots’Books a “very successful indie publishing business”
• The Washington Post called Ten Thousand Stories “a delighteful kaleidoscope of shape-shifting scenarios.” 
• New York magazine’s Approval Index (11.9.09) – classifi ed Idiots’Books as “brilliant and lowbrow”
• Entertainment Weekly featured Ten Thousand Stories in its 2013 holiday gift guide
• Slate.com (September 2010) – used Matthew and Robbi as guinea pigs in a series on creative collaboration
• USA Today’s Pop Candy blog – named us among its top-10 “personal faves” of indie comic world 
• Utne Reader Great Writing blog – called us “relentlessly innovative storytellers”

Established: October 2006
Website: www.idiotsbooks.com
Email: info@idiotsbooks.com

Agent: Meredith Kaffel
DeFiore and Company

Email: meredith@defi oreandco.com



Media (continued):
• Wired.com’s Table of Malcontents blog – called the books “fantastic”
• Cory Doctorow of BoingBoing.net posted enthusiastically about Idiots’Books on several occasions – 

praising our One-Page Wonders and Makers Tile Game illustrations
• Print magazine blog – mistakenly called Robbi and Matthew “charming and attractive” 
• Gameculture blog – called Idiots’Books “odd, wildly creative, and hilarious” 
• Urbanite magazine – described the books as “elegant, whimsical volumes”
• Broken Pencil magazine – named Idiots’Books its “product of the month” in April 2008

Interviews:
• The New York Times ArtsBeat blog (November 10, 2011)
• Jawbone.tv (August 13, 2010) 
• Urbanite magazine (August 2009)
• Broken Pencil magazine (April 2008)

Selected Readings/Panels:
• Keynote, Society of Illustrators Educators’ Symposium, New York, NY, October 2014
• Featured speakers, Altitude Design Summit, Salt Lake City, UT, June 2014
• Speakers, TEDx Chester River, Chestertown, MD, March, 2014
• Featured speakers, The Illustration Conference (ICON7), Providence, RI, June 2012
• Featured speakers, Welcome Table Press symposium In Praise of the Essay, New York, NY, October, 2011
• Reading at Politics and Prose bookstore, Washington, D.C., July 2011
• Presenters, PEN American World Voices Festival of International Literature, Chestertown, MD, May 2009
• Speakers, Rose O’Neill Literary House at Washington College, Chestertown, MD, October, 2009
• Panelests and presenters, Williams College, Williamstown, MA, January 2009
• Panelists, Comics off the Beaten Path, Sacred Heart University, Fairfi eld, CT, September 2009
• Panelists, Toronto Comic Arts Festival, Toronto, ON, May 2009

Instructional:
• Collaborative bookmaking course at Williams College, January 2008
• Collaborative bookmaking course at Washington College, spring 2009
• Workshops/presentations at RISD, MICA, Parsons, FIT, NYU, Fordham, William Paterson, Drake, 

University of Maryland, Bloomsburg, Washington College, Williams College, Phillips Academy, West Des 
Moines High School, White Marsh Elementary, Garnett Elementary

Bookstores/Boutiques (that sell our work):
• Politics and Prose, Washington, DC
• Quimby’s Bookstore, Chicago, IL
• Atomic Books, Baltimore, MD
• Bookplate, Chestertown, MD
• Homebody Boutique, Brooklyn, NY

Special Events:
• Idiots’Fest: Subscribers That Rock – hosts and organizers of cross-media celebration of literature, image, 

and music (featuring National Book Award Finalist and Story Prize winner Jim Shepard and novelist 
Brian Francis Slattery) Bookplate, Chestertown, MD, February 2008

• The Williams English Major: As Worthless as You Thought? – hosts and organizers of cross-media 
performance and panel discussion including musicians, authors, and artists (featuring novelist Brian 
Francis Slattery) Williams College, Williamstown, MA, February 2009
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The Washington Post
December 11, 2013



The New York Times Paper Cuts Blog
November 10, 2010



Slate Magazine
September 27-30, 2010

Read the complete series at http://slate.me/Idiotsbooks



Wired.com’s Geekmom Blog 
January 28, 2013



New York Magazine’s Approval Matrix
November 9, 2009

Brilliant + Lowbrow!



Urbanite Magazine
August 2009



Urbanite Magazine
August 2009 (continued)



Baltimore Magazine
July 2010



Chesapeake Taste Magazine
January, 2013



Jawbone.tv
August 13, 2010

Read the rest of the (very long) interview at http://bit.ly/idiots_jawbone



Utne Reader Great Writing Blog
September 1, 2009



USA Today’s Pop Candy Blog
March 16, 2009



Print Magazine’s Print Blog
October 2009



Game Culture Blog
October 6, 2009

This part is about us.


